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Education
The 2022 Deaf Census surveyed people who use Auslan 
and other sign languages in Australia. We wanted to know 
more about Deaf community demographics, cultural 
identities, and experiences, including education.

838 responses from 846 people

Doctoral 
degree

1.5% 
Graduate or 
professional 

degree 

18.8% 
University 

undergraduate 
degree

14.7% 
Some 

university but 
no degree 

6.9% 
TAFE 

27.4% 

Secondary 
school

12.5% 
Some 

secondary 
school

9.2% 
Primary 
school

2.2% 
Did not finish

primary school

0.8% 
Prefer 
not to 
answer

5% 

Highest Level of Education



Page 2 of 4 Deaf Census 2022: Education

834 responses from 846 people

Yes, at school
(only ages 13+)

Yes, at TAFE
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Access in primary school 1180 responses from 846 people, 
more than one answer possible

*e.g. signing teachers, deaf school

I was not offered any access 34.6%
Something else*  21.5%
Signed English  20.9%
FM System  17.7%
Auslan interpreter (in person)  13%
Note-takers  6.7%
Sign-supported English  6.1%
Cued speech  5.8%
Open or closed captions  4.5%
I did not attend 3.9%
Deaf interpreter (in person)  1.8%
Automated captions  0.9%
Auslan interpreter (video relay)  0.8%
Live captions (remote)  0.6%
Deaf interpreter (video relay)  0.4%
Live captions (on site)  0.1%
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Access at TAFE 1082 responses from 846 people
more than one answer possible

*e.g. transcripts, studied Auslan at TAFE

Auslan interpreter (in person)  35.6%
I did not attend 33.1%
Note-takers  19%
I was not offered any access 16.7%
Something else*  6.5%
Open or closed captions  3.9%
Auslan interpreter (video relay)  2.7%
Signed English  2.2%
Deaf interpreter (in person)  2%
Automated captions  1.9%
FM System  1.5%
Live captions (remote)  0.8%
Sign-supported English  0.7%
Cued speech  0.5%
Deaf interpreter (video relay)  0.4%
Live captions (on site)  0.4%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%

Access in secondary school 1262 responses from 846 people
more than one answer possible

*e.g. unqualified interpreters, 
  non-signing Teacher Aides

I was not offered any access 31.3%
Something else*  22%
Auslan interpreter (in person)  20.9%
Signed English  17.7%
Note-takers  16.9%
FM System  12.3%
Open or closed captions  7.4%
I did not attend 5.6%
Sign-supported English  5.3%
Cued speech  2.8%
Automated captions  1.7%
Deaf interpreter (in person)  1.4%
Live captions (remote)  1.4%
Live captions (on site)  1.2%
Auslan interpreter (video relay)  0.9%
Deaf interpreter (video relay)  0.2%
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Access at university 1248 responses from 846 people
more than one answer possible

*e.g. extra tutorials, study support

I did not attend 47.6%
Auslan interpreter (in person)  25.5%
Note-takers  24.7%
I was not offered any access 9.8%
Open or closed captions  9.5%
Something else*  6.9%
Automated captions  5.3%
Live captions (remote)  5.2%
Auslan interpreter (video relay)  4.4%
FM System  3.3%
Live captions (on site)  3.3%
Signed English  0.8%
Deaf interpreter (in person)  0.6%
Sign-supported English  0.4%
Cued speech  0.2%
Deaf interpreter (video relay)  0%
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